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Abstract

This paper argues that the crisis facing Korean civil society movements stems not from
mere moral failures or organizational weaknesses, but from the collapse of the
epistemological and ontological foundations upon which those movements rested. The
transition from the revolutionary movement theory of the 1980s to the new social
movement theory of the 1990s represented only a methodological shift; the fundamental
structure of what this paper terms the “arborescent enlightenment model”—wherein an
ideal truth is predetermined and the public mobilized toward it—remained intact. Drawing
on Nietzsche’s perspectivism and Deleuze and Guattari’s rhizomatic ontology as
theoretical references, this paper critically examines this structure and analyzes the
internal dynamics of the “civil movement without citizens” paradox through the case of the
2000 Citizens’ Solidarity for General Elections. On this basis, the paper explores the
possibility of a “platform-type civil movement” in which activists function not as vanguards
but as facilitators, drawing on the cases of the Social Cooperative Parti and Taiwan’s
vTaiwan project, and proposes philosophical and practical implications for a new theory of
civil society movements.

Keywords: Civil Society Movement, Enlightenment Vanguard Model, Nietzsche,
Perspectivism, Deleuze, Rhizome, Platform-Type Civil Movement, New Social Movement
Theory, Citizens’ Solidarity for General Elections, Parti
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